T.I.S. Digital Backpack
November 1, 2021
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:
Lego League Robotics Teams at TIS

TIS now has 2 FIRST Lego League teams! Students began meeting a few weeks
ago and started learning to work as a team, think about different ways to solve
problems, and even a little bit of coding. They recently received their
competition kits and have been busy building the challenge stations so they can
begin to build and program their robots. FIRST Lego League also challenges
teams to propose a solution to a real world problem. In keeping with the Cargo
Connect theme this year, the challenge has asked kids to think about ways to
improve the transportation of goods. They might consider ways to make it
faster, safer, more efficient, cheaper, or even come up with a whole new way
for people to get what they need. We cannot wait to see what creative ideas
they have for us!
Veterans Day
In honor of Veterans Day, TIS will prepare a Veterans Day video program for all
students to view on November 10. The video program will consist of an
explanation of Veterans Day, as well as some prerecorded solo performances of
students singing patriotic songs. Please also see the family activity in this edition
of the TIS Digital Backpack.

TEPTO Staff Appreciation

Thanks to Mrs. Diana Gascon for heading up this year’s PTO staff appreciation
recognition. This year’s staff appreciation included numerous delicious treats for
the TIS team. Thank you to the many families that donated treats.
Parent/Guardian Teacher Conferences
Conferences are scheduled for November 4th and 5th. (November 4th is an early
release day for students; there is no school for students on November 5th.)
Conferences are available either virtually or in-person. In order to sign up for a
conference please click on the link for the teacher(s) you would like to meet with
on the conference links document on the following pages.
Veterans Day
In honor of Veterans Day, TIS will prepare a Veterans Day video program for all
students to view on November 11. The video program will consist of an
explanation of Veterans Day, some pre-recorded solo performances of students
and staff singing patriotic songs as well as some inspiring videos and some
amazing veterans.
Bookfair
A modified version of our annual Fall book fair will be held November 1-4. The
modified version of the fair will consist of Scholastic bookcases being placed in
an open area of the building. Students will be walked to the fair in small groups.
Prior to and after visiting the fair, student groups will be required to wash or
sanitize their hands. Students wishing to order a book from the fair will be
provided with an order form. Order forms may be returned to a child’s classroom
teacher the following day. Book orders will be processed in the evenings and left
in classrooms for students to take home.

T.I.S. Calendar

November
1-4 Bookfair
1
Walking Trip to Crandall,
Wunsch, Slayton, Leser
2
Walking Trip to Crandall,
Bockus, Hurley
3
Walking Trip to Crandall,
Jensen, Kogut
3
PTO Meeting, 7:00 pm
4
Early Release (12:40) ParentTeacher Conferences
5
Parent-Teacher Conferences
No school for students
17
Early Release
17
HAT DAY
24-26 NO SCHOOL

Spirit Day
................................

Hat Day – November 17th

USE THIS PAGE TO SIGN UP FOR CONFERENCES

Tolland Intermediate School
Parent Teacher Conferences, Nov. 4-5, 2021
– PART ONE
SIGN UP FOR CONFERENCES LINKS – CLICK ON TEACHER’S LINK BELOW
TO BE CONNECTED TO THEIR SIGN UP PAGE

3rd Grade

4th Grade

Mrs. Arner and Miss K

Mrs. Bockus

Mrs. Babiec

Mrs. Hurley

Mrs. Cyr

Mrs. Jensen
Mrs. Kogut

5th Grade
Miss Biddle & Mrs.
Koss
Mrs. Catlin & Miss
Yaglowski
Mrs. Grabowski &
Ms. Storozuk
Mr. Zangerl & Mrs.
Cofield

Unified Arts
Ms. Baker
Miss Ballard
Mr. Downing
Mrs. Hill

Mrs. Fischer

Ms. Leser

Mr. LeBlanc

Mr. Slayton

Mrs. Williams

Mrs. Wunsch

Special Education

Math Intervention

Reading Intervention

Related Services

Mrs. Coleman

Miss Bostiga

Mrs. Huschle

Mrs. Bishopric/Miss Kupec

Miss Griebel

Mr. McCarthy

Ms. Libby

Ms. Schiaroli

Mrs. Silberberg

Ms. Russo (please

Mrs. Murphy

Mrs. Marchesani

Mrs. Piaseczynski

contact her directly

Ms. Ramans

(mrusso@tolland.k12.ct.us)

Miss Solet

USE THIS PAGE TO ATTEND VIRTUAL CONFERENCES

Tolland Intermediate School
Parent Teacher Conferences, November 4-5, 2021
– PART TWO
MEET LINKS – USE THIS PAGE TO CONNECT TO YOUR GOOGLE MEET IF
YOU ARE NOT MEETING IN PERSON

Reminder: All parents must have a Google account to join your child’s conference.
Please see the directions on how to create an account with a current email.
(How to link a personal account to Google)

1.
2.
3.
4.

3rd Grade
Mrs. Arner and
Miss K
Mrs. Babiec
Mrs. Cyr
Mrs. Fischer
Mr. LeBlanc
Mrs. Williams

Please click on the teacher’s name to join the conference.
Enter in your email and password.
Ask to join.
You will be admitted once the teacher is ready.

4th Grade

5th Grade

Unified Arts

Mrs. Bockus

Miss Biddle & Mrs. Koss

Ms. Baker

Mrs. Hurley
Mrs. Jensen
Mrs. Kogut
Ms. Leser
Mr. Slayton
Mrs. Wunsch

Mrs. Catlin & Miss Yaglowski
Mrs. Grabowski & Ms. Storozuk
Mr. Zangerl & Mrs. Cofield

Miss Ballard
Mr. Downing
Mrs. Hill
Mrs. Marchesani

Related Services

Special Education

Math
Intervention

Reading Intervention

Mrs. Coleman

Miss Bostiga

Mrs. Huschle

Miss Griebel
Mrs. Murphy
Mrs. Piaseczynski

Mr. McCarthy

Ms. Libby
Mrs. Silberberg

Ms. Ramans
Miss Solet

Mrs. Bishopric/Miss
Kupec
Mrs. Hayes
Ms. Schiaroli
Ms. Russo (please
contact her
directly
(mrusso@tolland.k
12.ct.us)

VETERAN’S DAY DISPLAY!

Dear Parents and Guardians,
As Veterans Day approaches, we would like to honor those brave Americans who
have served in the United States military by inviting your family to share precious
memories of loved ones. With your help and support, we would like to create a
display to honor the veterans in our community. Attached you will find a very short
form that will provide a snapshot biography depicting the service that your loved one
provided to our nation. Additionally, if you have a picture of your loved one in their
service uniform, please attach a copy of it in the space provided.

For those students who wish to participate, but do not have a loved one who served
in the military, you can help by creating a thank you card for veterans who have
served our nation. All the cards that are received will either be sent to the American
Red Cross program entitled Holiday Mail for Heroes or to the Veterans Medical
Center in Newington, Connecticut. Blank cards will also be available in the office
for students to obtain. Please return your biographies and cards to your teacher by
Friday, November 5, 2021.

VETERANS DAY OBSERVATION ACTIVITY- DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETION
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)

5.)

6.)
7.)

Complete the name of your hero.
Describe the military branch that they served in or are currently serving in.
What do you want other people to know about your loved one?
If you have a picture, please make a copy, and attach the picture inside of the star, the picture
may not be returned to you.
If you do not have a picture, you may choose to draw a picture or write the name of your hero in
the space provided inside of the star.
Please complete and return to your teacher by November 5th.
If you do not wish to complete the biography, perhaps you would consider a thank you note, we
have blank cards in the office.
Detach and return by November 5, 2021

FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE
During the end of October, November, and December hearing
and vision screenings will be taking place in Tolland Public
Schools.
Students will have vision screenings performed with a 20-second
scan via the PediaVision scanner as performed by a trained
Tolland Lions Club member. This screening is capable of
screening for astigmatism, nearsightedness, farsightedness, lazy
eye, misalignment of the eyes and pupil size anomalies.
The scanner is held 3 feet away from children so there is no direct
physical contact. All of the screening is also done in the presence
of the school nurse.
For any student who screens outside of normal, a printout and
referral letter will be sent home. For students currently under care
for vision, this printout can be provided at their next exam.
For hearing screening, students will be screened by the school
nurse. Any student who does not pass initial hearing screening
will be rescreened by the RN prior to a referral letter being sent
home.
For any questions about this screening process, please reach out
to your school nurse, Paula Feyerharm, RN at pfeyerharm@
tolland.k12.ct.us or 860.870.6891 ext 2.

You Are Cordially Invited To:

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL
2021-2022
T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.
Meeting Dates:
October 27, 2021

February 9, 2022

No November Meeting

March 23, 2022

December 15, 2021

April 27, 2022

January 26, 2022

May 25, 2022

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.)

Please RSVP
to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day
before the meeting date you would like to attend. You will
then receive a link to the meeting. Please join us!

FROM LAST WEEK’S DIGITAL BACKPACK:
T.I.S. Reading Reminder
to Fall Back with Read Alouds!
Fall is a great time to get back into curling up with your favorite seasonal
beverage and a good book.
Reading aloud to your child not only helps to strengthen his/her listening,
thinking and verbal skills; it also helps to create warm childhood memories
and some face to face family bonding away from the glaring blue light of a
screen.

Become your child’s personal fluency model.
Make your reading sound like talking.
Modulate your voice to thrill and engage their attention.
Give the characters different voices.
Act out a scene together!

Encourage verbal skills and help your child to visualize!
Remind them to make movies in their minds and then stop to talk about how they
pictured the characters and what they saw in the “movie in their minds”.
Create attentive active thinkers.
Stop at different intervals and ask, “What are you thinking?”
Ask them what they think about what you’ve just read.
Review some wordless picture books and talk about the clues in the pictures.
Read some nonfiction together and explore new places and topics. Don’t let
the fleeting light and warmth of summer chill your bones. Grab a mug of hot
pumpkin apple cider latte, make some great family memories and turn your
child into a reader who ultimately prefers the book to the movie and your
living room as their very own adventureland.

Autumnal delights for consideration:
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=fall+childrens+books&crid=PXGLPCI3LE0S&sprefix=fall+chil%2
Caps%2C169&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-a-p_1_9
https://time.com/100-best-childrens-books/

FROM OUR MATH INTERVENTION DEPARTMENT
The math intervention classes are off to a tremendous start this year. The
math team at TIS consists of Miss Bostiga, Ms. Glyman, and Mr. McCarthy. The
team has been meeting with small groups of students, and has seen great
progress already!
The third graders have been doing an awesome job of adding numbers
within 100 and will soon be starting some basic multiplication practice. We’ll be
working on strategies for the 2s, 5s, and 10s times tables. One of the students’
favorite math activities so far has been a game “Make 100” where students draw
two cards and see how close they can come to a sum of 100.
Fourth grade has been focusing on multiplication and various strategies to
help them multiply multi-digit numbers. The game “Products 4 in a Row” has
been their favorite way to practice some multiplication facts. Right now the
teachers have won quite a few of the match-ups with the students, but the
students are getting much better. The rivalry is heating up!
Fifth graders have been doing some multi-digit multiplication using a
variety of different strategies. The students are loving “Double Digit Splat”-a
game that practices multiplying multiples of 10 mentally. They are getting quite
proficient at this game and usually have very close competitions. These games
are getting super competitive.
Many parents have asked us the best ways to help their math students at
home. The best way right now would be to hop on Reflex and get green lights
multiple times per week. Another great resource provided below are the unit
overviews from the Bridges in Mathematics (our math program) website.
Reflex Link
Grade 3 Unit 1 Overview
Grade 3 Unit 2 Overview
Grade 4 Unit 1 Overview
Grade 4 Unit 2 Overview
Grade 5 Unit 1 Overview
Grade 5 Unit 2 Overview

PJ Day-Wear your Pajamas to School
Friday, December 10, 2021
We are excited to raise money for Connecticut Children’s and get our
name on the PJ Day map once again! We look forward to joining with
other schools and businesses across the state to honor patients who
must wear their pajamas for days, weeks, or longer while fighting
cancer or other serious illnesses.
We hope you will consider making a donation in honor the young
patients who turn to Connecticut Children's for hope.
Click Here to Donate or bring $ 1.00 on December 10 to wear your
pajamas to school!

1 Million Bottle Caps:
Donate Your Bottle Caps to Keep Our Ocean
Environment healthy and safe for everyone.

New Date: October 1st - June 2022
Please empty your bottle caps (no plastic bags) into the bins
around the school
Acceptable Types of Bottle Caps:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Beverage bottle caps
(water, soda, juice, sports drinks)
Milk and juice jug caps
Medicine caps (no labels)
Detergents caps
Hair spray and spray paint caps
Toothpaste/ointment tube caps
Apple sauce pouch caps
Flip-top/spout caps (ketchup, mustard, creamer)
Shampoo and conditioner caps
Peanutbutter jar caps

TOLLAND BOYS
BASKETBALL TRYOUTS!
Our tryout dates will be as follows:
Tuesday, Nov. 2nd and Thursday, Nov. 4th at Tolland
Middle School:
5:30-6:30- all 5th graders
6:30-7:30- all 6th graders
7:30-8:30- all 7th graders
8:30-9:30- all 8th graders
*Please arrive 15 minutes early for registration and
no money will be due until after the teams are
selected.
Thank you
Rob Keane- 860-810-7880

The End

