Committed to Excellence, Responsive to Every Student

Fundraiser earns $26k for Ceres students
By all accounts, the Sixth
Annual Helping Students Today
& Tomorrow fundraiser was
the most successful yet. This
year’s event featured wine tasting, dinner and a live auction.
More than $26,000 was raised
to benefit the CUSD Foundation, which provides resources
to supplement the learning
experience for current K-12
students, as well as scholarships
for graduating Ceres seniors.
The fundraiser took place on
Saturday, October 7, 2017 at the
Ceres Community Center, with
200 business and community
leaders in attendance.
“Support from the community was extraordinary,” said
CUSD Foundation President
Mike Pratt. “I am thrilled that
so many businesses, community organizations and individuals came out to support our
students and teachers in such a
direct and meaningful way.”
Ceres High School teacher,
Abel Maestas presented information on a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math) project funded by a
CUSD Foundation teacher
mini-grant. The evening also
offered an opportunity to recognize honorees who, through
their giving of time and resources, have had a profoundly
positive impact on students.
Central Valley High School
volunteer, Imelda Castellanos
was named the 2017 Volunteer
of the Year, while Justin Crone
(Letters to Santa Charity) was
the Friend of EducationCommunity, and Jaime
Gonzalez (Oak Valley Community Bank) was the Friend
of Education-Business.
Imelda Castellanos has
served the past eight years

as the leader of Parents for a
Better Future, helping hundreds
of CVHS parents navigate the
good, the bad, and the ugly of
parenting high school students
and supporting their academic
success.

“Justin Crone and the Letters to Santa organization have
provided a great sense of hope
to the students and families
at Westport,” wrote Principal
Jennifer Cervantes. Westport is
one of four schools supported by
Mr. Crone’s charity for the past
few years. “He works tirelessly
in planning and organizing
community events to fund the
purchase of goods and distribution of donations to families
that otherwise would struggle to
provide basic necessities,” stated
Cervantes.
A positive adult role model
can have a profound impact in
a child’s life. Jaime Gonzalez
of Oak Valley Community
Bank is doing just that as a
mentor at Caswell Elementary

School. “Jaime joined the
mentoring program in the
2016/2017 year and was a natural at working with students,”
said Principal Alfonso Navarro.
“His positive attitude and
consistent dedication made a
real impact on the third-grade
students.”
Thanks to everyone - staff,
students, sponsors, volunteers,
donors, and guests - who made
this event a resounding success.
The Seventh Annual Helping
Students Today & Tomorrow
fundraiser is scheduled for
Friday, October 12, 2018.

Fifty percent of the proceeds
for student-generated auction
items is donated back to the
respective school program such
as Art, Choir, and Manufacturing.

event were: FF&J Architects,
G3 and JL Bray & Son. Major
sponsors were AMS.net; Ceres
Rotary Club; Ceres Unified School District Cabinet
members; Cost Less Foods Co.;
Dannis, Woliver, Kelley Law
Firm; Embroidery Plus; E & J
Gallo Winery; Scott Gaylor of
Northwestern Mutual; Kronick,
Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard; Mo-Cal Office Solutions
and Solution Tree, Inc.

For more information or to
make a donation, please contact
Julie Lynn Martin-Borba,
CUSD Foundation Representative at 209-556-1555.

Since the inaugural fundraiser
in 2012, close to $115,000 has
been raised through ticket sales,
sponsorships, auction proceeds
and cash donations.
Premier sponsors of this year’s

2017 Honorees of the Year

Imelda Castellanos (above left), a dedicated Central Valley High school volunteer, was honored as the
2017 Volunteer of the Year. Justin Crone - Letters to Santa Charity (center) was named the 2017 Friend
of Education - Community, while Jaime Gonzalez, Oak Valley Community Bank was recognized as the
2017 Friend of Education-Business.
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