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In the corner of the playground, eight people pushed shovels into the dirt. They
represented the network of people who support the Zuni Christian Reformed Mission
and its ministries—government officials, community members, church members, staff,
parents, ministry supporters and builders. A hearty round of applause reminded us of
God’s faithfulness as He has prepared the way for the second phase of rebuilding our
campus. Architectural plans for the gym/ministry center, playground and staff residences
are complete; the building permit is moving through process; and we have received about
$3.2M of the anticipated $5M needed for this final phase. As you did with the school
construction, we ask that you will surround this next phase with your prayers and help us
raise the remaining $1.8M.
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Ground Breaking

School Committee members, Virginia Chavez, Christy Sheche and Nina Chimoni receive the keys
to the building from Wolfe Upshaw and Rick Murphy of Murphy Builders.
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principal’s desk
To say the least, it’s been a busy time at Zuni Christian Mission School. Everything
seems to be happening in capital letters: New School Completion, The Move, Welcoming
the Children, The Celebration, A Company of Witnesses. We walk around in a kind of
daze, awed by what we know to be the lavish goodness of the Lord on our school, our
mission and on our community. Grace at our fingertips. Blessing spilling over our heads.
Gratitude on our lips.
It is a time of looking back and a time of looking ahead.
A story. With only twelve days of school prior to the dedication/ground-breaking
ceremony on September 10, the teachers focused a good bit of attention on teaching the
children the Zuni language Lord’s Prayer and the songs they were to sing at the program.
All went well. We held the ceremony outside on the north side of the new school. The
children were seated facing the audience and they joined lustily as we sang together.
New to the children was the hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” It was a bit tricky with
all the ‘Thees” and “Thous” and King James English. We sang all the verses—it put our
sentiments into words: “Thou changest not; Thy compassions they fail not. As Thou hast
been, Thou forever wilt be. Great is Thy faithfulness.” As we finished the song, one little
fellow gave a big sigh and, with a note of pride, announced, “I know that song now!”
I looked out over the children and the throng of friends who had come to help us celebrate
the marvel of a new school. The beginnings of the building project flashed through my
mind. I remembered how scared and uncertain I was. Now as I leaned against the solid
beautiful edifice and basked in the certainty of God’s favor, I asked myself, “So, do I now
know the song of God’s faithfulness that provided this marvelous gift?” I hope so. I pray
so. Surely I know it better!
But here’s the thing. The Lord’s faithfulness includes an ample store of patience and a
plentiful supply of gentle, persistent prodding. From mission beginnings in 1897 to
2012, from cradle to grave, from Abraham to the Church visible, God Himself teaches us
the song of faith. That was, is and will be at the heart of our celebration!
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